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74th OREGON LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY - 2007 Regular Session MEASURE: SB 189
STAFF MEASURE SUMMARY CARRIER: Rep. Komp
House Committee on Judiciary

REVENUE: No revenue impact
FISCAL: No fiscal impact
Action: Do Pass
Vote: 8 - 0 - 1

Yeas: Barker, Bonamici, Cameron, Komp, Krieger, Read, Whisnant, Macpherson
Nays: 0
Exc.: Flores

Prepared By: Bill Taylor, Counsel
Meeting Dates: 3/8

WHAT THE MEASURE DOES: Establishes that the primary objective of the Department of Corrections education
system is adult basic skills development rather than just functional literacy. Requires the department to test inmates for
basic reading and mathematics skills and English language proficiency for individuals with limited English language
proficiency, and to run educational programs that would allow inmates to improve their basic educational skills.
Encourages inmates to obtain a General Educational Development (GED) certificate. Allows the department to exclude
inmates from its educational program for security or health reasons. Abolishes the Corrections Education Advisory
Committee. Declares an emergency, effective upon passage.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:
• Percentage of inmates with high school diplomas
• Percentage of inmates with GED degrees
• Number of inmates without either

EFFECT OF COMMITTEE AMENDMENT: No amendment.

BACKGROUND: Currently, the sole purpose of the Department of Corrections education system is to improve the
functional literacy of inmates who are not functionally literate. Inmates with less than a year to serve, are sentenced to
death, are developmentally disabled, or who have life sentences with no parole, are excluded from the educational
system. However, inmates cannot be excluded for health or discipline reasons.


