
If we are to draw reasonably good conclusions about what our students have learned, it is imperative that we make our 
assessments—and our uses of the results—as fair as possible for as many students as possible. A fair assessment is one in which 
students are given equitable opportunities to demonstrate what they know
Does this mean that all students should be treated exactly the same? No! Equitable assessment means that students are assessed 
using methods and procedures
most appropriate to them. These may vary from one student to the next, depending on the student's prior knowledge, cultural 
experience, and cognitive style. Creating custom-tailored assessments for each student is, of course, largely impractical, but 
nevertheless, there are steps we can take to make our assessment methods as fair and relevant as possible. 


